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They had countless opportunities to do
something about a government agency
that clearly had major problems, prob-
lems which offended the American
ideals of due process, of innocence
until proven guilty, and basic fairness
before the law.

When we have a country in which
honest citizens fear a tax audit as
much as tax cheats do, that is a situa-
tion that demands action. However,
when one party seeks to expand the
size and power of Washington and the
IRS is the source of its power to do so,
well, it is not surprising that nothing
was done in 40 years to improve the sit-
uation.

Our party intends to reduce the size
and power of Washington, so it is only
natural that our party seeks to reform
the IRS, and that makes all the dif-
ference.

f

MANAGED CARE REFORM SHOULD
OCCUR NOW, NOT NEXT YEAR

(Mr. GREEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, the need
for managed health care reform is
growing every day. We hear numerous
complaints from our constituents and
concerns about managed care and how
it limits their ability to make medical
decisions on their own.

This coming Monday, March 2, is a
special day. One, it is also Texas Inde-
pendence Day, but also we are holding
a town hall meeting in Houston, Texas,
to talk about managed care reform and
to hear from the constituents in my
home district. It will be at Houston
Community College Southeast from
1:00 to 4:00.

We need to take action now after
hearing from our constituents on solv-
ing the problems of managed care. A
patient deserves a managed care plan
that meets their needs, but also pro-
vides quality health care at an afford-
able rate. A patient’s bill of rights will
ensure that providers, not insurance
companies, make medical decisions for
patients.

We also need to ensure that patients
receive high quality health care by
guaranteeing their access to special-
ists, guaranteeing their ability to go to
the emergency room without
preclearance, and participation in med-
ical decisions about their conditions.

We need patients to have these op-
tions now, not wait until next year.

f

AMERICANS DESERVE A TAX CUT

(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, the average
American is now faced with a tax bur-
den that is over 38 percent. I emphasize
‘‘burden’’ because that is exactly what
it is.

I am one who believes that Ameri-
cans should be rewarded for their hard

work. To the contrary of that belief,
however, people in our Nation today
face a system that is penalizing their
efforts to earn and save money by slap-
ping them in the face with more and
more taxes.

Last session, the Congress provided
American families with the first tax re-
lief they have seen in 16 long years. I
hope that we will be able to continue
that trend this year with further tax
cuts and ultimately with a fairer and
simpler tax system.

Let us once again reward the Amer-
ican people for their hard work and
savings by giving them the tax relief
they so rightly deserve.

f

BILL OF RIGHTS FOR HEALTH
CARE CONSUMERS

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call for managed care reform, some-
times known as the Patient’s Bill of
Rights.

The President is correct, we need to
protect the consumers of health care
services. Today, millions of Americans
have moved into managed care. It is
fundamentally a good system, but
there are problems. A recent California
study showed that 42 percent of the
people who have managed care have en-
countered problems with their service.

How can we correct this with a bill of
rights? It would ensure that patients
are informed of their health care op-
tions. It would ensure that they get the
right doctor for the right type of care.
It would ensure that they get access to
emergency rooms when they need it. It
would ensure that they are presented
with all of their health care options,
regardless of cost. It would ensure that
doctors make decisions, not medical
care bureaucrats. And it would keep
patients’ medical records confidential.

Mr. Speaker, these are official rights
for every health care consumer. We
ought to pass this law. Unfortunately,
the Republican leadership is attempt-
ing to block our Health Care Consum-
ers Bill of Rights. That is not fair. We
need to move toward an intelligent bill
of rights for health care consumers.

f

AMERICA’S BACKBONE DESERVES
A TAX CUT

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, there are some who think
that Americans generally are
undertaxed. There are those who think
that the current tax burden is just
about right. And then there are those
who think Americans send too much
money to Washington and are just flat
not getting their money’s worth. I fall
into that category, as do, I suspect,
most of my Republican colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, Americans do not mind
paying their fair share. Americans
truly are a people that want to see oth-
ers get ahead, especially those who face
greater obstacles in life than most of
us face. But Americans do not like to
see their money wasted. They are not
happy about a Federal Government in
Washington, D.C. that just keeps get-
ting bigger and bigger while at the
same time becoming less and less ac-
countable to the people.

Simply put, Washington has gotten
too big, too powerful and Washington
should not be taking between one-third
and one-half of a middle-class family’s
income.

Mr. Speaker, I do not care what the
temporary polls show. I think the mid-
dle-class, the backbone of America,
could use a break. The Tax Code is ag-
gressive. It raises our taxes without a
law change. We need a tax cut to make
sure that middle America does not
have a tax increase that just happens
automatically because of the aggres-
siveness of the code.

f

DEBATE ON HEALTH CARE
REFORM SHOULD BE SCHEDULED
(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, you
have been quoted in the paper as say-
ing that until you have a vision, you
will not allow a bill to come out here
to guarantee patients a bill of rights in
the health care industry.

Mr. Speaker, I suggest you go see the
movie ‘‘As Good as it Gets.’’ When that
pediatrician talks to that waitress
about the asthma which her kid has,
the whole audience claps because they
are furious with the way they are being
treated by HMOs.

As a physician, I have had the experi-
ence in Seattle of seeing a patient and
having to get on the phone and call
some health care bureaucrat in Omaha,
Nebraska, and argue about whether my
patient can stay another day in the
hospital. Now that is not in the best in-
terest of the patient nor of the physi-
cian. And this is the almost universal
experience by physicians in this coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, that is why they are so
upset and why the bill offered by the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. NOR-
WOOD), though not a perfect bill, is cer-
tainly a bill that ought to be scheduled
for floor debate so that we can bring
this issue that the President has called
for before the American people.

There is no excuse for us never being
in session and allowing this issue to sit
unresolved. Schedule a debate, Mr.
Speaker.

f

CLINTON’S BUDGET AND THE
AMERICAN FAMILY

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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